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/41 Thomas McNeill was born 1747 and died ifcf and was a pioneer set- 
ct.tl«r in Pocahontas County as he settled on Swago Creek m I 7 6S and marr¬ 
ed Mary Hughes, took up what was known as a tomahawk claim from the India¬ 
ns and lived on what is a part of the McClintic farm today(one of my infor¬ 
mants John 0 Monellltelle me that Thames had learned the powder trade Brom 
Le father aa it seemed to be a trade carried on by the McNeills even in 
cot" 1 and before they came to Amfiricatand that as soon as he got located here 
tie began to make gunpowder. )) . 

In 177 0 Jonathan his son was born and he toolearned the powder 
:ade Srom his fatter,he married Pheobe Moore the daughter of Moses Moore on 
tony Creek and they put in a Grist Mill at what Is now the entrance to the 
:Clintic farm,built a stone house where he had a loom that he wove with 
Lso he made dyes and was noted for his famous Indigo Blue.at the same time 
- put in a powder plant or mi331 on what is known as tte Shelton place. 

To: make this powder required sulphur,charcoal and saltpeter the 
ilphur he got from Staunton Va.and transported it in to this county on pa- 
l horses,the charcoal he got from burning willow wood or could use buokeye 
>od but not so good,the saltpeter he got was from the salt petre oave on 
the IfcClintic farm and not far from the residence of L ee Overholt .this was 
,tten from the rich limestone soil found in, this particular oave,this earth 
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